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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
TRIO students, program successes celebrated 
Salvador Lopez-Arias can distinctly pinpoint 
the turning point in his life. 
Lopez-Arias, a doctoral intern in the 
Counseling and Career Development Center, 
said he was in the eighth grade when he heard 
a presentation about TRIO programs by Grand 
Valley's Arnie Smith-Alexander. 
The native of Mexico knew he wanted to go to 
college - something no one in his family had 
done before. 
"I wanted to get away and do something dif-
ferent, but I didn ' t know how," Lopez-Arias 
told an audience at a TRIO Day Celebration 
breakfast on February 28 in the Alumni House 
and Visitor Center. "Then I stumbled on a 
presentation by Arnie." 
As she does at many schools, Smith-
Alexander outlined how TRIO programs can 
help first-generation college students achieve 
their goals. 
Lopez-Arias followed her advice - as did 
four of his sisters. 
"When I look back, I can see 
how Upward Bound (a TRIO 
program) affected my sisters 
and myself," he said. "My fami-
ly was the first in our neighbor-
hood to go to college." 
TRIO students like Lopez-Arias 
were celebrated at the breakfast. 
U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra (R-
Holland) was also honored. 
Hoekstra chairs the House 
Subcommittee on Select 
Education, which oversees pro-
grams that support individuals 
who might otherwise lack 
opportunities to go to college. 
Hoekstra said the successes of 
TRIO and similar federally 
funded programs are traced not 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra speaks to an audience at the TRIO 
Celebration breakfast, held February 28 in the Alumni House 
and Visitor Center. Hoekstra was recognized for his contin-
ued support of TRIO programs. 
to money from Washington, but to the efforts 
of TRIO staff members. 
Grand Valley offers five TRIO programs 
(Talent Search, Upward Bound, Upward 
Bound Math and Science, McNair Post-bac-
calaureate Achievement, Student Support 
Services) that serve 1,290 students annually. "Our objective is to give you the resources to 
make this program work," he said. 
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Across Campus 
Granholm's budget 
released; proposed cuts 
would total 10 percent 
Grand Valley will protect classes, quality and 
its employees while dealing with the largest 
cut ever proposed for higher education in 
Michigan 's history. 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm's budget proposal is 
recommending an additional 6.5 percent cut 
for higher education. That cut would be on top 
of the 3.5 percent cut the state's public univer-
sities have already had to pull from their 
budgets since December. 
In fiscal year 2003, Grand Valley 's state 
appropriation was $60 million. This overall 
10 percent cut would slash Grand Valley's fis-
cal year 2004 budget by $6 million, leaving 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
the university with $54 million from the state. 
President Mark A. Murray wrote in an e-mail 
to students, "You have my commitment that 
our budget plan will seek first and foremost to 
protect class schedules, the availability of 
course offerings, and student services." 
And Murray stated in an interview on WGVU 
radio that there would not be widespread layoffs. 
Murray and Vice President for University 
Relations Matt McLogan both said this will be 
a challenge for a university already recognized 
by the auditor general of the state as being the 
thinnest in administrative ranks. 
"This is the largest proposed cut in the history 
of the state. The president and executive offi-
cers have certainly been aware that the state's 
budget problems would mean cuts and we're 
working on plans to balance next year's budg-
et," said McLogan. 
Annual Fund continues 
through June 
The Faculty and Staff Annual Fund campaign 
continues to raise dollars for GVSU endow-
ments or other university funds of the staff 
member's choice. Money raised is used to 
provide students with scholarship money 
toward their education expenses. 
Steven Nicolet, manager of Annual Giving, 
said the University Development Office is 
optimistic about winter semester giving. The 
Faculty and Staff Annual Fund has always 
produced impressive results, he said; however, 
the goal of this year's campaign is to increase 
the participation. 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page I 
"We are encouraging gifts to any program, and in any amount," Nicolet 
said. "We need to inform everyone about the pressing needs of our 
university. Gifts that are not designated will be allocated to Grand 
Valley's areas of greatest need." 
Campaign co-chairs Mary Seeger, dean of Academic Resources and 
Special Programs, and Paul Plotkowski, director of the Padnos School of 
Engineering, said they are eager to exceed last year's total of $258,723. 
As of March 1, more than $224,000 has been raised from 634 Grand 
Valley donors. 
For more information or requests for more campaign pledge forms, con-
tact Nicolet at xl6606. 
Goschka tours campus 
A half dozen students gathered in the Kirkhof Center last week to visit 
with state Sen. Mike Goschka (R-Brant) and give him a sense of what 
they value about Grand Valley. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
State Sen. Mike Goschka (R-Brant) talks with Grand Valley students dur-
ing a February 28 visit. 
"I felt a sense of community was really strong. If students want to get 
involved, as I did, the door is open," said John Leech, Student Senate 
member. 
activities he finds. "It 's amazing to have a university on this side of the 
state that has so many points of view," he said. 
Gathering ideas about what works in higher education is a goal for 
Goschka, who represents Gratiot and Saginaw counties. In January, 
Goschka was named chair of the Senate higher education appropriations 
subcommittee. He toured Grand Valley with President Mark A. Murray as 
part of his plan to visit Michigan's 15 public universities and colleges. 
Other students spoke of the smaller class sizes, new classes, and accessi-
ble faculty that drew them to Grand Valley. Brandon Avery, a journalism 
major from Detroit, said he is surprised by the diversity of opinions and 
••• 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News Sketches 
Phyllis Gendler, dean of the Kirkhof School of Nursing, was interviewed 
by the Grand Rapids Press about the nursing shortage and the effect of 
possible budget cuts on the ability to educate adequate numbers of nurs-
es. 
Rick Albrecht, assistant professor in movement science, has contributed 
portions of a research article, titled "Standardizing the Administration of 
the Profile of Mood States: Development of Alternate Word Lists," pub-
lished in the Profile of Mood States Administration Manual. 
Jonathan White, executive director of the Homeland Defense Initiative at 
Grand Valley, was interviewed by WOOD-AM about the threat of terrorism. 
James Moyer, director of Facilities Planning, was interviewed for an 
article in Pipeline, a publication of the Michigan Association of County 
Drain Commissioners. The article focused on storm water solutions at the 
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences. 
FORUM 
Volume 27, Number 31 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, ed itor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 l 6-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.htrnl. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
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GVFaces 
Maggie Mccrystal, director of 
staff relations 
As the former labor relations specialist for the City 
of Grand Rapids, Maggie McCrystal had similar 
duties to those she handles now as Grand Valley's 
director of staff relations. 
It's working in a college setting that creates a sur-
prising difference, she said. 
"It's very dynamic here because of the interaction with 
students," McCrystal said. "There are so many differ-
ent groups on campus that are presenting ideas in an 
atmosphere where different ideas are encouraged." 
McCrystal joined the Human Resources Office staff 
in January. The move follows several other labor 
relations positions, including work as a private attor-
ney specializing in employment law, as consultant 
for the Michigan Association of School Boards, and 
as clerk at the Michigan Employment Relations 
Commission. 
"I've always enjoyed interacting with people. When 
I was with the city, 
I was in constant 
contact with the 
unions, staff, and 
management," she 
said. 
Her responsibilities 
at Grand Valley 
include helping to 
oversee professional 
development oppor-
tunities, like the 
Leadership 
Development Program. 
Maggie Mccrystal 
"It's really a good blend of duties," she said. 
"Training and professional development programs 
are geared toward helping people reach their goals." 
McCrystal earned a law degree from Thomas M. 
Cooley Law School in Lansing. She received a 
master's degree in physical education and sports 
medicine from Central Michigan, and a bachelor's 
degree in education from the University of Miami. 
What's Ahead 
Renowned archaeologist traces 
writing's origins at public presentation 
As local museum exhibits pique people's interest in ancient writings, the 
origin of writing itself will be explored by one of the world's foremost 
experts on the topic. Archaeological scholar Denise Schmandt-Besserat 
will trace writing's beginnings back to prehistoric days in an illustrated 
presentation at Grand Valley on Tuesday, March 11. The event is open to 
the public and free. 
"The Origins of Writing" will begin at 7:30 p.m. at Loosemore 
Auditorium in the De Vos Center. The presentation, followed by a public 
reception, is sponsored by Grand Valley's anthropology and classics 
departments, Calvin College, and the West Michigan Chapter of the 
Archaeological Institute of America. For more information call x 13231. 
Schmandt-Besserat, professor of art and Middle Eastern studies at the 
University of Texas-Austin, specializes in research and writings about the 
art and archaeology of the ancient Near East. Her books, How Writing 
Came About and Before Writing, and articles detail her findings about the 
origins of writing in ancient Mesopotamia, the land believed to the site of 
the world's first civilization (in present-day Iraq). 
Melissa Morison, GVSU classics professor, explained that Schmandt-
Besserat was responsible for discovering that cuneiform letters (early 
writing with symbols) correspond to the designs of small clay tokens that 
archaeologists unearthed in Mesopotamia. First thought of as toys or 
beads, it was found that the tokens stood for property items, such as 
sheep, and were collected as a record of property and taxes. Eventually, 
the tokens were stored in clay envelopes, and rather than open the 
envelopes, early people began to draw the token symbols on the outside 
- the first writing. 
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"Denise Schmandt-Besserat was the person who actually made the con-
nection between the token symbols and cuneiform writing," said Morison. 
"It's an amazing intellectual contribution." 
Schmandt-Besserat's studies have been the subject of many television 
programs and have been widely reported in such publications as Scientific 
American, Time, Life, New York Times, and The Washington Post. She was 
cited as Outstanding Woman in the Humanities by the American 
Association of University Women and is listed in Who 's Who in America. 
Guest musicians will perform jazz sax, 
piano concert 
The Music Department will feature a concert on Saturday, March 15, with 
Kirk MacDonald, jazz saxophone, and John Taylor, piano. 
MacDonald has performed at many jazz festivals and concerts throughout 
the United States, Canada, Australia, Italy, Spain, and Korea. Taylor is 
well known for his work with Azimuth and is currently a member of Peter 
Erskin's European Trio. The concert will begin at 8 p.m. in the Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center. 
Padnos International Center 
will host Study Abroad Fair 
The Padnos International Center will host its first Winter Study Abroad Fair 
on Tuesday, March 18, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Henry Hall atrium. 
The event is designed to provide information on GVSU's international 
partnerships and other long-term study abroad opportunities. Information 
on faculty/staff opportunities abroad will also be provided. Contact the 
Padnos International Center at xl3898 for more information. 
WGS Fest begins with film showing on Saturday 
"Work and Gender" is the theme for four days of events as Grand 
Valley's Women and Gender Studies program kicks off its eighth annual 
WGS Festival. 
The WGS Festival will begin on March 15 with the annual WGS Film 
Festival, featuring 10 films shown free at the Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. March 17-19 will feature three days of panel discussions, 
presentations by special guests, and a musical performance. Activities 
culminate on March 19 with a keynote speech by award-winning family 
scholar Stephanie Coontz, author of the groundbreaking The Way We 
Never Were: American Families and the Nostalgia Trap . 
Coontz' presentation, "Half the Workforce Doesn't Have a Wife," will 
be at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 19, in the Kirkhof Center, Grand 
River Room. Other special events include a lecture by GVSU alumna 
and community leader Katha Kissman, at 7 p.m. March 17, and a per-
formance by Colombian singer Claudia Gomez, at 7 p.m. March 18, in 
the Loosemore Auditorium. See next week's Forum for details. 
WGS Film Festival 
Held from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. in the Loosemore Auditorium, the Film 
Festival will feature 10 independent films made by women and explor-
ing "work and gender" issues across cultures and around the world. Call 
x12325 or visit GVNow (gvnow.gvsu.edu) for a complete schedule with 
times and descriptions. 
Harlan Hill County USA - One of the great films about labor trou-
bles. Explores a 13-month coal miner's strike that took place between 
1973 and 1974 in Harlan County, Kentucky. 
Nobody Knows My Name - Tells the story of women who are 
connected by their love for hip-hop music. The film explores a fascinat-
ing and diverse feminist community which yearns to find a place in a 
male-dominated subculture that is, in itself, marginalized. 
Grrlyshow - Examines the girly Zine revolution and culture in such a 
way that the film intellectually and stylistically addresses anyone's 
question concerning whether or not feminism has reached its third 
wave: the postmodern. 
Lip - Entertaining video collage revealing the narrow margin 
Hollywood has allowed black actresses. 
Performing the Border - Set in the Mexican-U.S. border town of 
Ciudad Juarez, the film explores the sexualization of the border region 
through labor division, prostitution, the expression of female desires in 
the entertainment industry, and sexual violence in the public sphere. 
Some Real Heat - Explores the small and relatively new world of 
female firefighters in San Francisco and their upward climb to gain 
access to a male-dominated field. 
Pain, Passion & Profit - Inspirational look at women entrepreneurs 
through the eyes of Anita Roddick, the founder of the Body Shop whose 
motto is "profits with principles." 
Made in India - Powerful portrait of Self-Employed Women's 
Association (SEWA), the now-famous women's organization in India 
that believes poor women need organizing, not welfare. 
Working Sister - Examines the life of 17-year-old Xu Li Li, one 
among hundreds of thousands of young women who leave poor rural 
farms for urban factory work every year in China. A sensitive and in-
depth picture of a young woman caught at a crossroads between inde-
pendence and obligation in today's changing China. 
Sweet Power - Set in Brazil during a tumultuous political campaign, 
veteran journalist Bia takes over as news director of a major television 
network. A stylish, sexy drama about the moral conflicts between 
careerism, political expediency, and personal and professional ideals. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline (616) 331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon, March 10 
7:30 p.m.: Music Department Master Class 
Series. Evelyn Glennie, percussion. 1410 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Tues., March 11 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Human Resources 
Leadership Development Program, "A 
Winning Balance," for faculty and administra-
tive professional staff. Call x12215. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series features the 
Perugino String Quartet. CDC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
12 noon-1:30 p.m.: Women's Center and 
Women 's Commission sponsor "Her Story." 
161 KC. Call x12748 . 
7:30 p.m.: "The Origins of Writing," presented 
by Denise Schmandt-Basserat. Loosemore 
Auditorium, De Vos Center. Call x13600 for 
more information. 
Wed., March 12 
3-5 p.m.: Business and Finance Office 
Retirement Party for Jeanne Crowe. The 
Meadows. Call xl2257 for more information. 
Wed.-Thurs., March 12-13 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. : VAGTC Seminar. "Access 
Mexico: A Step-By-Step Approach With 
Experts." To register call x16744. 
Thurs., March 13 
4 p.m. : Women 's Center and Women and Gender 
Studies sponsor Women's Tea Party. 215/216 
KC. To register call x12748. 
5-7 p.m.: Art Gallery Reception for "Jeff Colby: 
Working and Living with AIDS." Art Gallery, 
PAC. Call xl2564 for more information. 
Fri., March 14 
10 a.m. -1 1:30 a.m.: FTLC and Learning Center 
Lecture. "How TEACH Act, the New 
Copyright Law, Affects Teaching." EC 201 . 
Call xl3498 for more information. 
4:30-7 p.m.: University Club hosts St. Patrick's 
TGIF. Music by Pat Dawdy and Dave 
DeHaan. The Meadows. Cost is $10 for mem-
bers, $15 for non-members. 
Sat., March 15 
10 a.m.- 4 p.m.: Women's Center Women's 
Retreat. Marywood Retreat Center, Grand 
Rapids. Call xl2748 for more information. 
11 a.m.- 9 p.m.: Women and Gender Studies 
sponsors Women 's Film Festival, featuring 
films relating to work and gender. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DeVos Center. Call xl2325 for 
more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Department performance by Kirk 
MacDonald, jazz saxophone, and John Taylor, 
piano. Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call 
xl3484 for more information. 
VENTS 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 331-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Tues., March 11 
3 p.m. : Softball. Bethel College at Grand Valley. 
6 p.m.: Women's Tennis at Hope College. 
Wed.-Sat., March 12-15 
11 a.m. and 6 p.m. : Swimming and Diving 
NCAA II National Championships at 
University of North Dakota. Grand Forks, ND. 
Fri.-Sat., March 14-15 
12 noon: Indoor Track and Field NCAA 
Championships. Boston, MA. 
Sat., March 15 
TBA: Baseball at Mercyhurst College. Salem, WV. 
TBA: Baseball at Lock Haven University. Salem, 
WV. 
12 noon: Softball at Kentucky Wesleyan. 
Owensboro, KY. 
Sun., March 16 
TBA: Baseball at Salem International. Salem, WV. 
12 noon: Softball at Bellarmine College, 
Louisville, KY. 
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Football keepsakes available 
Relive 2002 season with highlight 
video, photobook 
They finished what they started and now you can relive the excitement. 
Bill Cuppy of Cuppy Productions produced 30 minutes of the best of the 
Laker's national championship season on VHS and DVD. The compelling 
story of the 2002 season was written and narrated by award-winning sports 
journalist Tom Cleary. Grand Valley has also produced a keepsake, hard-
cover photography book, complete with a pigskin cover. Get up close and 
personal with the champs and fans that made the season great. 
To order: 
Mail coupon to: GVSU News and Information Services Office, l Campus 
Drive, 260 LMH, Allendale, MI 49401 
Online: Go to www.gvsu.edu, click on "National Champions" logo. 
Fax coupon to: 616-331-3596 
Faculty and staff members can save on handling charges by picking up 
items in the News and Information Services Office, 260 LMH. Items 
should be available by the end of March. 
Order Form 
'National Champions' book, highlight video or DVD 
Quantity Total 
• VHS $12.50 
• DVD $12.50 
• Photo Book $12. 50 
• VHS and Photo Book $20.00 
• DVD and Photo Book $20.00 
• Sales Tax (Ml residents add 6%) 
• Shipping and handling (up to $35 add $3; $35.01 and over add $6) 
Total __ _ 
Name _ ______________________ _ 
Address. ______________________ _ 
City _ ____________________ ___ _ 
Phone number __________ _ 
Method of payment 
_ Check enclosed (payable to Grand Valley State University) 
Credit card (circle) : VISA MC DIS AMEX 
Card Number: _______________ _ 
Expiration Date: __________ _ 
Name on card : _________ __ _ 
Signature: _____________________ _ 
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